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ence and freedom. But, if their growth is to continue, in time these dual
roles and dual symbols will give way to mature equalitarian relationships
which will be relatively free from extraneous sexual connotations.
Effects of women's emancipation on masculine dominance* The changes
in the role and status of women, married or single, must necessarily in-
fluence profoundly the role and status and hence the ego manifestations
of the men of our society. The symbols of dominance and control as
well as the overt practices will be much modified as women alter their
relations to men and to themselves. We have already noted that male
dominance is easily associated with childish and adolescent patterns
rather than with those of full maturity. In the past the permissible culture
patterns enabled men to exercise power over women and children in
forms which we today consider to be essentially immature: violence, tem-
per tantrums, and the withholding of privileges, without any very ade-
quate accounting to those around them. Not that most men use these in
our society, because, ideally at least, their patriarchal authority is assumed
or expected to carry with it full maturity and responsibility. But it is true
that often men do control women by methods which, though tolerated by
the culture norms, still represent a retention of 'many outmoded behavior
patterns.
Thus, when we speak of immaturity, we must not forget that maturity
itself is largely defined by culture. In our own society we like to define
maturity in terms of such features as the sense or recognition of other
personalities, of their rights, duties, and desires, and of the approximate
equality involved in a given social interaction. When women wish to
shift the traditional interactional pattern from that of submissiveness to
a dominant male to a more equalitarian relationship, they frequently
find that men resent and resist such attempts at redefining the situation.
However, because economic independence has such a high prestige value
in our society, the monetary freedom of women becomes important
in forcing this redefinition upon men. There follow, too, the new role
of women as potential and actual participants in political and civic af-
fairs and finally the reflection of these changes back into the home and
into the interspouse and parent-child relations.
Some of the changes in the household role and status of the wife and
mother in American urban society bear clear witness to this whole shift.
The mother has come more and more to control the children in their
earlier years. With the father out of the home during so much of the
day, many matters of discipline and instruction must fall upon the wife
and mother, and there is in our urban and suburban communities a pat-
tern which Ralph Linton has called the "new American matriarchate,"
that is, a dominance of women over many matters formerly in the con-
trol of the men.